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1. CniComs expected tc follow capture Ichizag

| (18 Jan) with further assaults on Tachen

Eroun.

command—-Yushan (portheast), Pichan
and Nanchishan (southwest)---are in

immediate danger. These held by

@ :
X total 2,500 regulars (all on Nanchishan)
; and 3,150 guerrillas.
B B
§ - -B. Assaults on two strongest islands in

| 2,
| .
i

- -+ - any tinme. S
C. Communists may alsc renew operations ..
aéainst Quemoy, to south,

pt., PACOM reviews completed

‘-

‘ R S’
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A. Smalier outlyving islands of Tachens

group--Upper and Lower Tachen,

garrisoned by 10,000 regulars and

—~

OFFSHCRE ISLANGS

750 guerrillas--also possible at

i
|

i
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‘v | .. HNationszlists, aware that ChiComs
capable taking any or al': oifishore

isiauds in Iace exclusively ChiNat

npresition, may be cousidering
evacuation 0} garrisons, begianing
witis Tachens.

2% Ichiang, & regiment aud two battalious

ZhiCom iroops iabout 4,309}, wiith air

"~ #ne s€2 suppurt, - <adeg at 1435 (U153

shingion time) oz 18 Jan. ichiang

(garrisoned by - 900 Chi Nat guerrillas)

“gparently captured less than two hours

~later. ;
y £y . ; - i, _H__g:
~%.  Lendings § -llowed morning air attacks |

(st least 60 sorties) on Ichiang andM% 
.,;4iﬂv main Tachens by Chi Com Ilgnters,
bombers. After air strikes CthOm

fired o000 rovads 9t
artillery oz Toumpu Ichiang, .

stggted "intense\f;res“»(acgurg*hb

to MAAG), apperently softened gui

- rison before azssault.
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Full extent Taclhor losues due air

raids (18-1i9 Jan) not yetr known, but

believed hard hait.

ChiNats say 70 tous

supplies (Xmas gift from American
reliet societies) destroyed. Naticu-
alist air force weather and radio rauge
station destroyed. Several . _her
buildings flattened.

Icuiang landing force used four LSM,

8 LCI, plus 50 junks. Appareantly came

l'.from'Toumen Island (five mi. portis),

supported by two frigates and about

,iégfbcnhers dropred 500 bombs, strafed

1é§sgd prior to attack.
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weat coast ot hNortl

Ichiang, westerh’side‘ﬁouth Ichianyg at
1435 (their time)., Communications with
Tachens HQ cut five minutes later.
Peiping announced invasion begun at
1400, Ichiang "liberated” at 1600,
Tachen command "wrcte off” Iéhiang

at 1760,

Invasion remarkable for speedracécm—
plishmer . > Ichiang coastal terrain i=
steep, ;ffs rocky, operation must %

i
ave been essentlally scaling effort

MAAG says attack "excellently co-
ordinated and carried out "
with capture, ChiComs can mount art1‘~

lery againsh main Tachens (7 1/2 mi.).

:Using 100mm or 122mm gﬁns Comms could’

hit both Tag'ens and harbor be*ween

ﬁgﬁh lev ;could hlt Upper Tarhen
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\ 111.-Attack on Ichiang came almost without ]
|

; waraning.

o

On worning of 18th, MAAG reported air

raids, noted clear weather, said Com~
munist ships active in area. However, |
saw ""no indications bf amphibious |
attack.” ‘
C. Effectiveness of ChiCom planning and E

security applies. to future operations

against other Nationalist—helq islanpdsy,

Any or all could pe SXHilarly‘hit iit; T

1ittle 0r no warning.

IV. Situation pow ripe foruChICnu %ﬂ?ﬂiiﬁﬁ,¢

other Tachens.

-
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Irom Pachen ared. ... . ..
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35 mi. SW)

"many ChiCom ships ' near.
by. Held by 1,500 Nationalist guer-
rillas, Pishap could not witbstand an
attack similar to that made on Ichiang.
MAAG also reports ChiCom boat concen-
trations near Yushan (35 mi. NE), has
suggested this island may soon come
under attack.

Communist'artiilery on Chikushan,

(9 mi. SW main Tachens) reported by

MAAG 1o have she]}ed Tacheg$ on 19 Jap.

¥ith heavy Cthom air a;tacks contluu-

ing, with ChiCow ng.al “cheaiqperatlng
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vI. Nationalists risking further losses of
major naval veéselﬁ by sending twe de-
vstroyerﬁ, thrgs RE's tn Tzeheus.

A. Tﬁis,is bgggé last-resort measure to
W 'ér;ik uﬁ pés;iﬁle Communist invasion
fieé;é,iaﬁd might be of s<we help.

ngévéri Commmuists have 21ir superior-
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Vii.  bltuation o7 Natronslist sopeioes

e .. |
< rd _— * IR i

FACEw s Dioay :
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Jranped level of supplies not reached
Critical items are meats, CoOKRipg ©..
s0ome types of ammunition.
B. Commun:izt hombhing and sheiling of

Taschen harbor could make it unussble | !

ifor further supply operations.

porale 1 25X1

}
of entire gsrrison probably low now.

D. Might collapse if ChiComs make large-

scaie landing, 25X

| 25X

g
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Chiang Kai-shek may be counsidering with- | ‘ \
r , |

% drawal of Tacheuns garrison. : ;
A. However, time for effective @vacuatliocn

of garrison may have passed. TUnless
US forces were to cover awaucus’ -
Commuh beria—soald smol
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cormoze, even though islaods have 1ittle

e miliiary imporiance.
A. Taipel press feports of Formosa

"invasion jitters” after 18 Jan attack.

B. Subsequently,Vexpressions of disappohﬁp:

ment and vexation at indications

8 7tk Fleset will not protectj?agﬁeps

or other offsﬁore islands. |

furiher Commurist successes’ will in-

rease Nnalcuﬂ‘*staﬁ‘Aa fabllity to
.ﬁs

Communist proragahua inciting defectiqn.

‘am; Lnss of Tachens would also mean serleuﬂ

_governmentq in Far East and amu'
'»vChinese.

5,  Some of Abxaﬁi"neutrals" whi

%nize Peiping wouid be gla
inﬁifferent ahr‘. |

. of Tachens.

CIA-RDP79R00

Approved For Releaée, 006/03/17 :

25X1

25X1




T o : — s
Approved For Release '20’)6/03/1 7 : CIA-RDP79R00890A068500010010-0

B. However, South Korea, Philippinres
Thailand, frec states of Indochina,
aud to lesser extent Japan, would

all be concerned over Communist

gains, might wonder how far they

~“could count on US support in emer-

e

“ T gency.

ii.”VHaiiOnallst7ﬁét§iiation'W

. Tazpex press repor s Nationalist
planeb have retalxated for Ichiang

';lttﬁckrﬂiih;“M&SSlye” alr raxds onsL

Coamunist Sﬁipplng along Ch;nj

7 ceast, frogw§watow te Tachens.

1 . Taipel claims, not yet conflrmed,

~w,ﬂ§§yrl7°¢ﬁﬁéu§i$t,snips,g 8

"Q,élve Othexs damageu as of ”G

Tess ans,rgpéiiéiN

Approved For Release 2‘0%% l‘ Ty

25X1

25X1




90A000500010010-0
e

B e

Approved For Be_!we 200

N

| ~ C. Nationallst defemse mibister told

_US Ambassador Rapkin 1% January te

':‘vre'icpecrz;s” ”chaln of mitaz] retaliatior
- and consequent expanszion of wa,rr‘_"
B Defense minister says "“only chance"”

of sfoﬁpiﬁgf'preid'oircaailict
would bé 7tg I"Alreet‘a_ir support ia

Y .. i Tachen area. "'g;i;xfhassadér Rapkin ‘

rconmends “"sympathetic considera-

 request, or, alterna-

S advise Nationallsts
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